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A Letter to a Member of Parliament, 
IR 


oy PON reading in the 
Votes Minutes of a 
Petition from a Grand 
Jury in Yorkfhire, and 
{ome fubfequent Pe- 
titions concerning the 
Altering the prefent 
Law-Hands, and chat 

Ce all Pleadings and Re- 
cords fhould hereafter be in Englifh, and alfo 
touching feveral other Alterations in the Law 
thereby propofed, the following Thoughts 
occurred to me, 

It is not the Lawyers that have invented 
thefe Law Hands, wherein to lock up their 
Myfteries and conceal them from their Cli- 
ents, as is generally infinuated ; bur it is the 
People themfelves that from time to time have 
vary’d their Hand-writing, and thereby have 
by degrees loft the Knowledge of that Cha- 
racter and Form of Letters, which rheir An- 
‘ceftors ufed, and which all our ancient Ma- 
nufcript Books, as well as Deeds and Law 
Records, (till Printing came of ufe), were al- 
ways wrote in, 

The writing of Deeds and the keeping of 
Records in that Hand our Anceftors firft be- 
ganin, without Variation, is not without con- 
fiderable Benefits and Conveniencies to the 
Publick ; for by means hereof Deeds of Five 
or Seven Hundred Years ttanding are as le. 
gible, as if wrote in the prefent Generation. 

The ttue End and Defign of all thefe Re- 
cords, are to be Evidences of what has paffed, 
and Vouchers for Rights and Titles that de 
pend thereon, and to be produced as Occafion 
requires; and confequently the more intelli 
gible and certain they are, the more they an- 
{wer their primary Intent. Now Obfcurity 
and Uncertainty arife in thefe Vouchers, either 
thro” the Obfoletenefs of the Language, or 
Unskiifulnefs in the Hand-writing ; and where 
either are wholly unknown, that Deed or an- 
cient Record would ‘be of no ule. 

But by invariably continuing one and the 
fame Orthography in all Law Records, let 
the Record be ancient or modern, it is equally 
legible ; and therefore thefe Records and Evi- 
dences can never be more intelligible, or an- 
fwer their primary Intent, than by preferving 
and continuing them in their priftine Form 
and Stile. 

To alter the Hand, whether it be into any 
Hand now in common ufe, or into the Hand 
in common ufe for the Time being, would be 
attended with thefe Inconveniencies.—If into 
the firft, that Hand will become obfolete, and 
liable to the fame Objections by our Pofterity, 
that the Law Hands now are ; if to the later, 
as the Hands in common ufe are continually 
varying, and every Man has fome Peculiarity 
in bis Hand, and one writes Secretary, ano- 
‘ther Round Hand, &c. Writings of one Cen- 
tury will (carce be legible by another; and 
then thefe Law Hands being difufed, the 
Knowledge of all Records and Deeds of 
Times paft, writ in that Character, will ei- 
ther be entirely loft, or known only among a 
few Antiquaries, upon whofe Skill and Inte~ 
gtity molt depend all Evidence that is to be 
made out by thefe ancient Deeds or Records; 
as is the Cafe in Scotland (if I am rightly in- 
form'd) at this Day; and alfo the Subject 
mut be put to the Trouble and Expence to 
carry along with him in every Circuit, and 
to every Court of Juftice, one or two of thefe 
learned Antiquaries to be the Interpreter of 
thefe Monuments of Antiquity, and Munis 
ments of his Right, upon whole Veracity the 
Judge and Jury muft depend: When, as the 
Cafe now ftands, every Affociate at the Af- 
fizes, or on any Trial, reads all Deeds and 
Records, tho’ never fo ancient, with the fame 
Facility as if writ in a modern Hand ; and 
fhould he read otherwife than right, there 
never wants enow skilful in the Hand to cor- 
rect the Reading, or detect the Fraud. 

How far this would render precarious an- 
cient Titles, and ftrip the Publick of the Bee 
nefit of all thefe ancient Records, is obvious; 
for asthe common People know nothing of 
She fand now, fo in Iefs than a Century 


difus'd, neither Judge, Lawyer or 


By the Law Hands, I mean that ufed by 
the Court of Chancery, as well as that now 
in ufe ac Common Law; Hands fo well 
contrived, that notwithftanding all our mo- 
dern Improvements, no Hand has yet aps 
peared that for Beauty, Certainty and Dura- 
tion does exceed them. 

What has been faid of the Hand, is equally 
applicable to the Language, Certainty and 
Per(picuity are the Things that are aimed at in 
all Records ; therefore to continue them in 
an Orthography and Language invariable, is 
equally conducive to the fame End. 
therefore that our Anceftors, as they began 
their Records in the Latin Tongue, have ever 
fince continued them in the fame Language ; 
witnefs the Act of Parliament of Edward III. 
where ‘tis enacted, That Pleaders may plead in 
Englith, be (upon no other Reafon than to 
preferve the ancient Infticution and Form) ¢o 
be. entered upon Record in Latin; and what 
more proper? The Latin Language was then, 
as it is now, a dead Language, and confe- 
guently invariable: And the Roman Law, 
which every Country in Europe either ufes 
or borro«s fomething from, was writ in 
that Language. And it is undeniable, that 
our Original Writs,which are the Foundation 
of all Legal Proceedings, were firft framed, as 
they have ever fince continued, in the Latin 
Tongue ; and it is not peculiar to England 
only, but common to feveral, if not all the 
Countries in Europe. 

By the Continuance of Legal Proceedings 
and Records in this dead and invariable Lan- 
page, joined with the Invariablenefs of the 

and- writing, it is that all thefe legal Vou- 
chers are certain both as to Hand and Mean- 
ing. 

Many Technical Words, or Terms of Art, 
have been invented and adapted ro Legal 
Proceedings, which have long fince acquired’ 
fixed and fettied Meanings, which, when ufed, 
in Legal Pleadings, render certain the Intent 
of the Party that makes ufe of them. This, 
with the fixed Meaning of the Latin Tongue, 
fhortens Debates, renders Judgments, Chare, 
ters and Records intelligible, and at a Cer’ 
tainty, without any Doubt as to the Mean 
ing of the Words. Whereas if the Records 
and Deeds were tb be in the Language in 
Ule for the Time being, in two or three Ge. 
nerations a great Part of the Meaning would 
be loft, as we fee in Chaucer, Gower, and 
other ancient Englifh Poets; which although 
not much above three Hundred Years old, and 
wrote in the beft Language of thofe Times, 
are f{carce intelligible at this Day: a fortiors 
how much lefs intelligible would thefe Re- 
cords be, if of greater Antiquity ? Whereas 


by the Ufe of the fame invariable Hand and ~ 


Language, a Deed, Charter, or Record of a 
Thouland Years ftanding, is both as legible in 
the Hand, and as intelligible in the Meaning, 
as if writ but Yefterday. 

An Alteration in the Hand only, would 
make it obfolete and unknown ; but an Alte. 
ration both in Hand and Language alfo, would 
in Time bring thefe Treafures of Antiquity, 
which have hitherto been preferved with fo 
much Care, and rendered even Sacred by 
Laws made on purpofe for their Prefervation, 
become like the Books found by the late 
Czar near the Ca/pian Sea, fcarce to be read 
or anderftood by any Man; which how pre- 
carious it would render all the ancient Titles 
belonging to the Noble Peers, Bifhops, and 
other Subjects of this Realm, is obvious. 

As to Prefentments, or Bills of Indi&tments 
made or found by the Grand Jury, being in 
Englifh, one Inconvenience is, thar if they 
are made in Englifh they muft be recorded. 
in Englifh ; for in what Language foever 
they are made, they muft be recorded in the 
fame ; otherwife there would arife endlefs 
Difputes about the true rendring or tranfla- 
into another Language. 

hefe Indidtments or Prefentments by 
long Ufage, fertled into Forms ; which Forms 
have, asin all other Law Proceedings, many 
Terms of Art, whofe Meanings now ate 
fixed, known, and certain ; and to vary. from 


thefe, would raife many new Difputes, efpe- 


cially where Mens Lives are at Stake, Which 


(Wordsand Form being now ferried by Jiudis 


It is. 


Saucation, it 


To urge that a Grand Jury does not under4 
ftand Latin, can fcarce be fuppofed to be 
meant of all the Number, however it may. 
chance to be the Cafe of fome few among 
them : but were it fo,a Clerk always attends 
on thofe Occafions, who readily renders all 
thofe Indi&tments or Prefentments into Engliffa 
when required, And I have never yet heard, 
that a Grand Jury have been mifled ; or have, 
through their Ignorance in Latin, prefented 
one Crime when they intended another ; or, 
found it Billa vera, when they intended Igno- 
ramus, 

And it isfome fort of Reflection on the Eng? 
lif Education, that Gentlemen fo well quait- 
lified by Fortunes to ferve their Country, as 
Grand Jurymen, for the moft part are, fhould 
all be fo deficient in Literarure, as not to une 
derftand any Language but their Mother 
Tongue ; whereas in Scotland, or almoft every 
where out of England, almoft every Man that 
is above the loweft Fortune, has had fo much 


360 


Education, as to give him a tolerab'e Notion © 


of the Latin Tongue. And the Queftion is, 
whether it is not more eligible chat thefe ane 
learned Grand Jurymen fhould beter qua 
lify themfelves, than fo great an Alteration 
fhouid be made in the Law, in Condefcention 
to their want of Literature ? 

In the Time of Oliver Cromwell, a Vike 
Attempt was made to render all Law Pro- 
ceedings into Englifh ; and a Law was made 
for that purpofe, But fo much Ignorance ape 
peared, and fo many Inconveniencies mani 


fefted themfelves during that fhort Experiences — 


that upon the Reftoration, the Latin Language 


was again reftored ; but even then, if Lam 


rightly informed, the-Law Hands in mot 
Records were continued 

The ingenious Bifhop Wilkins attempted an 
univerfal Character, which if all Men ufed in 
their Writings, let them be of what Nation or 
Language foever, their Writings would be read 
and underftood all the World over. 1Vow this 
dead Language and uniform Hand, to us Eng- 
i. is Of fomething like the fame Benefit and 

fe ; for by this Means, whether thefe Re- 
cords were made by Saxon, Danifh, Norman, 
or Englifb Anceftors, they are equally legible 
and intelligible, and fo will be for all Ages, 


if the fame Language and Hand are ufed, . 


Had our Anceftors not begun, or continued in 
this Method, it is a Thing the moft to have 
been wifh’d that they had done fo, But 
‘when they have fo done, and we have the 
Benefit of a Thouland Years Antiquity there- 
by, fhall we go and deprive ourfelves of this 
ineftimable Jewel, which nothing lefs than 
the fame Tract of Time and Ufage can put 
us again in Poffeifion of ? 

We fee in Chancery, where the Proceedings 
are in Englifh, to what a Prolixity, by De- 
grees, they are arrived; and in France, where 
all their Law Proceedings are in the Common 
Language, this Matter is ten times worfed 


Whereas our Proceedings at Common Law are , 


exceeding concife : An Ejectment for Tryal 
of a Title, altho’the Eftare be Ten Thoufand 
Pounds a Year, fhall fcarce exceed 200 
Words ; a Rule in Court fcarce exceed four 
or five Lines ; the Verdi@ of the Jury and 
final Judgment of the Court exceed not, in 
moft Cafes, an Hundred Words; and fo'of 
other Proceedings. Whereas itis but a fhort 
Bill in Chancery that does not exceed Fifty, 
Sheets, the fhorteft Order one Side, and De- 
‘cretal Orders fometimes one or two hundred 
Sides, and fometimes more, and other Inter- 
locutory Orders in a Medium with the fisft 
and laf. :The fame may be obferved in 
Deeds and Conveyances, which are greatly 
increafed in Length, fince the Latin Language 
‘was difus'd, 

The Office of an Atrorney is an Office of 
great Truft, and formerly accounced of great 
‘Repure ; and a becoming Profeffion cither for 


a Gentleman, or a younger -Son of a better o8 


Family ; however People affect to defpife i 


of lare, occafioned by’ the*fcandalous Practi- 
‘ces of fome few, and the Ignorance of fome © 


others : the Practice of one of which makes 
more Noife than the honeft Behaviour of jaa 
hundred, Bur as théfe’ Offences chiefly arifé 
from che Ignorant and Unlearnéd, who: bave 
crept into the Office, and never had a liberal 
Education can hardly be 
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Fault that. 2 cotipetent Knowledge in the 
learned Languages, and chiefly of the Latin, 
fhould be made even neceffary to an Awor- 
ney’s Profeffion. 

—Ingenuas didiciffe fideliter Artes 

Emoliit Mores — 
‘And more efpecially as Attornies are Men 
fieceflary in their Profetfion, and muft un- 
avoidably be Atcornies for, and be admitted 
into Company of, the greateft and firft Rate 
Men in the Kingdom; and alfo on many Oc- 
cafGions muft have Recourfe ro old Deeds and 
Inftroments,. as well as old Records writ in 
the Latin Language: Andif Lawyers and 
Attornies are Mafters of the Latin Tongue, J 
can’t fee any great Inconvenience to arife by 
Pleadings and Records being continued in 
that Language, efpecially as bas been obferved 
already, that there are many Terms of Art 
in the Law, the Meaning of which is fixed, 
and certain in the Latin Tongue; and which, 
if che Language were changed, would occafion 
many new Dilpures to render fix'd and cer; 
tain again ; efpecially in fuch a componnde 
Language as the Engli/h is, and which being 
taken from feveral dead, as well as living 
Languages, muft of Courfe be in’ perpetual 
Fluctuation, and rife and fall according to the 
Learning, Commerce and Knowledge of the 
Times. 

As to the Complaint, that (candalous Prac- 
fifers have been admitted fince the lare Act 
made on purpofe to keep them out : The Re 
medy was not adequate to the Difeafe ; and 
the Task put upon the Judges, in the firft 
place, was impracticable ; in the nex! Place, 
of little ufe: For if a Man comes to be ad- 
mitted, and as yet has done nothing ill, does 
it follow, that he will be honeft all his Life 
after 2? All Actornies are Officers of the Courts 
of ome and punifhable by them for any 
Mi 
and chere, and there only, is the adequate 
Remedy again evil Practifers. And the 
Courts are always ready to hear Complaints 
of chis Nature. 

As to remedying the Prolixity and Intrica- 
cy of fome Special Pleadings, it may not be 
improper ; but to give a Defendant Liberty 
in all Cafes to plead the General Iffue, puts 
the Plaintiff to very great Difficulties to pre- 
pare againft fuch Defence as the Defendant 
will make. This Latitude of Defence our 

Anceftors were exceeding careful to avoid ; 

. and therefore made it neceffary by Pleading 
to reduce the Queftion to a Point of Fact, 
that no more might be left to the Judgment 
of Lay Gents, than the fingle Fat ; and thar 
the Law Queftions fhould be derermined by 
the Judges, which are properly brought before 
them on Demurrers. And the Confequence 
of pleading the General Ifue in all Cafes, 
would be, that where we have one Special 
Verdi& now, we fhould then have twenty ; 
which, as it is attended with much more Un- 
certainty, as being done in fome fort of Hur- 
cy, and likewife with much more Expence, 
which always attend the fercling and arguing 
Special Verdicts, 1 apprehend it deftroys rhe 

very End propofed by this Article of Refor- 

mation, 

Likewife if Subpenas, and other Procefs, 
‘were in Englifb, ic might not be amifs ; not 
that their being in Latin, or an unknown 
Hand, has fo much Inconvenience in it as is 
pretended : For if they are in Englifb, the 

Party muft chen, as he is now, be obliged to 
apply co an Attorney to advife him thereon, 
and to appear for bim. 

Experience from Time to Time has taught 
us how dangerous it is, without great Confi- 
deration, to make any Alteration in the Law, 
fach hafty Alterations for the moft Part pro- 
dacing more Mifchiefs than they pretend to 
remedy. All polite Nations in the World 
have either looked upon the framing or 
altering of Laws, as an Affair that requi- 

_ fed the Thoughts of the moft experienced 
Heads, and the Judgment of the moft deli- 
berate Counfels, 

It adds nothing of Profit either to Lawyét 

‘ or Attorney, that the Law Hands and Latin 
* Tongue are continued in all legal Proceed- 
ings ; for fuch an Alteration would be a 


Means of increafing the Number of both ; \ 


and therefore no doubt bur rhe Lazy, the 
Akard and the Ignorant amongt them will be 
flad to come into this Alceration ; bur the 


Qaeftion is, whether the Mifchiefs here 


; 
emeanor committed in their Profe:fion ; 


hinted at; ahd thany more; may not bé the 


Confequences of the proposd Change. To 
inftance only in a few: All Deeds inrol. 
led either in the Courts of King’s Bench or 


~ Common Pleas, all Fines and Recoveries, all 


the Crown Records, both in King’s Bench 
and Exchequer, are all in Court Hand; ail 
Deeds inrolled in Chancery, and all Decrees 
and other Inrollments there, as well as all 
Patents and Grants, are in Chancery Hand. 
Now it is a Queftion whether there is a Free- 
hold Eftate in all England, the Title whereof 
is not fome way affected, or muft be made 
out and fupported by fome of thefe Records 
writ either in Court or Chancery Hand. 

As to Juftices being at the Expence to 
confult Lawyers, in order to make a proper 
Return to Certiorari's, by reafon they are 
made in Latin; the Cafe would not be 
mended by thefe Returns being made in 
Englifo, as we fee evidently by Orders 
made by Juftices, which are quafh’d in great 
Numbers every Term, for want of Certainty, 
proper Form, or Perfpicuity, alzho’ their Or- 
ders are always made in Englifh: Befides, 
it is the Bufinefs of the Clerk of the Peace 
to. make thefe Returns, who by the Statute 
is required to be a Man of Learning and 
Knowledge in the Law. 

As to the Complaint againft the Number 
of Attornies, that ought to come from the 
Attornies themfelves ; for fo long as Attor- 
nies are not a Burthen on the Parifh, I do 
not fee how the Publick is concerned in their 
Namber. It is a vulgar Remark, thac Attor- 
nies create Suits, fer the People together by 
the Ears, and make them go to Law for the 
Atrornies Profit ; which is juft as true, as that 
the Number of Phyficians create Difeafes, 
and make People take Phyfick againft their 
Wills, Where there is a litigious revengeful 
Spirit, thofe Humours mult have vent; and 
fo long as Attornies are left, thofe fractious 
and reftlefs Spirits will apply to Law Phyfici- 
cians for Relief. And if all Attornies were 
taken away, unlefs all Courts of Juftice were 
taken away alfo, the Cafe would be the fame ; 
Judges, Juftices of the Peace, and all Places 
of Juftice wou'd be pefter’d with their cla- 
morous ill founded Complaints, irregularly 
and confufedly brought before them, The 
Nomber of Artornies is in Proportion to the 
Number of the People, and the Encreafe of 
the Trade and Riches of the Kingdom, and 
no Man is obliged ro ufe them againft his 
Will. A Knave will feek out a Knave in 
every Employment ; and he that has dirty 
Work to do, will feek out if he can find him 
a proper Attorney ; and I know no Remedy 
for this bue that which is narural, which is, 
that thefe knavifh Accornies for the moft part 
ruin their knavith Clients. It is only a few 
Pettyfoggers of the Profeffion, that either 
promote or encourage fcandalous Law Suits. 
Law Suits are the worft part of an Attorney's 
Bufinefs ; and I believe I {peak the Mind of 
19 in 20 of all the Attornies in England, 
that they never defire to be concerned in a 
litigious Suit, nor try a Caufe without Merit. 
And it is very well known, that all Attornies 
are always difcountenanced by the Courts of 
pe whenever a litigious or vexatious 

uit appears to be by their promoting ; and 
it is fomething of an unequal, as well as un- 
enerous Treatment, to run hard on a Pro- 
feffion, and condemn and punifh in the Lump 
a whole Body of Men, for the Practices of 
fome few whom none of the reft approve of. 

Attornies are neceflary to the Courts of 
Juftice in every populous and fertled Govern- 
ment, to prepare and bring Law Queftions 
before them in a regular manner for a judicial 
Determination. By means whereof Juftice is 


‘adminiftred without Confufion, and all the 


Requifites neceffary for the Judges Informa- 
tin, are in a proper and regular manner 
produced and laid before them. 

No greater Benefit next to good Laws can 
accrue to the Subject by Laws, than thac they 
fhou'd be clear and certain. When Laws are 
Continued on the fame Bafis on which they 


~ were founded, it is worth while to be learned 


in the Science ; but it is not worth any Man’s 
Labour to be learned in a Law that is in con- 
tinual Variation: The Confequence to the 
Subject is, the Law is not to be learned from 


’ Books, but from the Senriments of the Courts 


of Jaftice for the Time being, who are the 
Interpreters of thofe Laws ; and the Sages of 


, to fay what is Law and what is Pract 


the Law thatt 


Ubi Lex vaga ibi nullum Fus. 
T would not be taken in any thing I have 
here offered, as dic. .ing to you or any other 
of ‘my Superiors; but a Man in his proper 
Bufinefs may inform a Man much wifer thaa 
himfelf that is not of it, and may put him in 
mind of thofe things, which, it not being his 
Bufinefs to be converfant in, either may have 
flipt his Memory, or may not have occurred 
to his prefent Judgment ; and this is all thae 
by this Addrefs is humbly offered by, 
SIR, Toar moft bumble Seivant, 
Attorney. 
P.S. If this Law is to take Place, and all 
Records are hereafter to be wrote in the Hand 
and Language in Ufe for the Time being, { 
would humbly propofe that all Records, an. 
cient and modern, belonging ro the Cours 
of Juftice, fhould be tranflated and fairly 
tran(cribed into modern Englifh at the Publick 
Expence; and this ro be done, whilft the 
Law Hands are common, and known by fo 
many Thoufands, and alfo whilft the true 
Meaning of all the Terms of Art or Technical 
Words are underftood; for certainly wher 
the Hand and Language are difuled, thefe 
old Records will be fomething like the Egyp- 
tian Hieroglyphicks, underftood by no Man. 


LON 

Whiteball, March 26. His Majefty has been 
pleafed to conftitu:e and appoint the Hon. Major 
James Cholmondeley to be Liewtenant Governor 
of Chefter, in the room of Brigadier General 
William Newton deceafed. 


The Mails from Holland and France, which 
arrived fince our laft, bsought a Confi. mation of 
the Conclufion of an Accommodation at Vienna, 
the 16th Inftant, N. S. 

On Saturday laft his Royal HighnefS the 
Prince of Wales, accompanied by feveral Perfons 
of Diftin@ion, rook the Diverfion of Hunting in 
Windior Fore? ; afterwards his Royal Highnefs 
dined at the Caftle, and returned to St. James's 
in the Evening 

The fame Day about Noon, an Exprefs arriv’d 
at the Lord Harrington's Office at St James's, 
from his Excellency Mr. Keene, his Majefty’s 
Envoy Extraordinary at the Court of Spain, oa 
fome Affairs of Impostance. 

Alfo the fame Day the Re. Hon. the Easl of 
Effex and his Lady, together with feveral Pesfons 
of Diftin&ion, fer evt for New-Marker, to par- 
take of the Diverfion at the next Meeting ; as 
will this Day the Earl of Godolphin, and others 
of the Nobility and Gentry. 

Yefterday the Re. Rev. Dr Harris, Lord Bi- 
thop of Landaff, preached before their Majefties, 
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Weles, and the 
th ee eldeft Princeffes, in the Chappel-Royal at 
Se. James’s; and the fame Day the Rev De. 
Micklechwait preached before bis Royal High- 
nefs the Duke, and the Princefles Mary and 
Louifa, in his Highnefs’s Apartment. 

On Saturday in the Evening died after a there 
Tilnefs Mr. Maud, an eminent Chymift in Alderfe 
gate- ftreer, 

Yefterday Morning early, a poor Woman be» 
ing under fome Diforder in Mind, cut her Throat 
in the Upper Moorfields. She was obfeived by @ 
Man who cleans Shoes, who ask'd her what fhe 
did there fo foon ? burt the made no Reply ; and 
in lefs than half an Hour the was found quite 
dead, with a Penknife in her Hand, which was 
bloody to the Hilt. 

On Friday between Nine and Ten im the E- 
vening Mr. Gregory, an eminent Ca:penter im 
Red-crofs-fireet, returning home, was attacked 
by three Street Robbers in Woodftreet, who 
knock’ him down, beat him in a cruel man. 
ner, and robbed him of fome Silver. One of 
them had hold of the Chain of bis Watch ; but 
he being a fat Man, it could not be got out ea- 


‘ fily, and the Chain breaking they made off; 


fome Nightmen who were coming up A:‘dle- 
ftreet, on his crying out, went in Purfuit of 
them, but the Villains cut one of them over the 
Head with a Manger, and made their Efcape. 

On Thurfday Night a Child belonging to Mrs. 
Davis, an Oyfter Woman at the Crown Tavern 
at Cripplegate, being left alone a litle time in a 
Room, it by fome Accident fell into the Fire, and 
was fo miferably burnt that it is thought it can- 
not live. 

Saturday South Sea Stock was 103 3 Sths. 
to 1 half. South Sea Ann. 108 7 Sths. Seuth 
Sea Bonds 51.138. Bank 148 1 4th. Bank 
Circulation 6 1. 108. Million Bank 110, India 
198 3 qths. 199 1 half. India Bends 51 18 8, 
Royal Exchange Affurance 99 1 half. London 
Affurance 12 3 qths. Afiican 501 half. York 
Buildings 25 3 8cths. Three per Cent, Ann. 96 
1 half, Englith Copper 3 1. Welch Cop. 2 |. 10%, 
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